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GRADES 6-12 DISTANCE LEARNING 
School Name  McAnally 

Grade Level  6th  

Week of  4/13/20- 4/17/20 
*All assigned work due by Sunday at midnight 

 

General Music Class 
Week at a Glance 

*This week’s lesson addresses the following learning standards: 
 
M3.4 - Historical and cultural relevance. The student relates music to history, culture and the world. 
M2.5 - Critical evaluation and response. The student listens to, responds to and evaluates music 
and musical performances. 
 
 

Lesson Frame:  
We will: Learn about the historical and cultural relevance of American popular music in the 1950s 
and the beginning of Rock n’ Roll. 
 
I will: Read material provided in a Google Slide presentation about the music of the 50s. I will also 
listen to the musical examples and news stories that are linked in the presentation.  
 
So that I can: know the history and relevance of popular music of the 1950s in America. 

Estimated Time to Complete: 1 hour 

Resources Needed: The Google Slide presentation: 
 
General Music Lesson for week of April 13th 
 
 
Non-Digital Assignment - The student will read the information but will not have to listen to the 
musical examples on YouTube. 

Lesson Delivery (What do we want you to learn?): 

Please read all of the material in the google slide presentation so that you will learn about the 
music of the 1950s and the inception of Rock n’ Roll.  Also, listen to the musical examples and the 
news links provided in the google slide presentation. 
 

Engage and Practice (What do we want you to do?): 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FvWxjYo2UCZoPnc26BfcmQc0tq1aF644FOb7skR1nZk/edit?usp=sharing
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Read the material in the presentation and watch/listen to all music and news links provided. 
 
 
 

Create and Submit (What do we want you to turn in?): 

 Answer these 8 questions in complete sentences: 
1. What was the famous quote that told about the creation of Rock n’ roll made by Little 

Richard? 
2. What are race records? 
3. What kind of artist did Sam Phillips want to find for his SUN RECORD label? 
4. Who was the artist that fit Sam’s needs and became a huge success? 
5. What is the name of the singing brother duo whose music combined elements of hillbilly 

music and rock n’ roll? 
6. What fate did Buddy Holly, The Big Bopper and Richie Valens have in common? 
7. In the news story link we are told about a famous country artist, Waylon Jennings who 

flipped a coin with Richie Valens to see who would be able to travel on the airplane. Waylon 
said something to Richie that night that he has regretted his whole life. What did he say? 

8. What is the song AMERICAN PIE about and what is meant by the phrase in the song, “the 
day the music died”? 

ALSO…. 
Write a paragraph explaining how you think this early rock ‘n roll music developed into the popular 
music you listen to today. (Your paragraph should be at least 4 sentences long) 
 

 Submit your answers and your paragraph either by attaching a google doc in an email to me at 
pburchill@g.aledoisd.org or simply type the answers in an email. 

 

Do some research on other artists who were important in the development of Rock n’ Roll in the 
1950s. 
If you brought your piano music packet home, continue to practice the pieces we were learning 
prior to Spring Break. 
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